PERIOD TEN

j?

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT:   ABUSES AND

REFORMS

1815-1867

CHAPTER 68

GEORGE III

1. 1815 AND AFTER IN GREAT BRITAIN

The years which followed Waterloo are generally taken
as beginning a new era. The century which followed saw
such immense changes in every sphere of life that it forms duction
one of the most thrilling and interesting periods in British
history. To keep clear in our minds what the reigns in-
volved, we need to consider briefly what we are going to
study.

First, there are great social changes.. The development of
machinery, and the growth of our vast town population,
altered the whole trend of life. The sufferings of the poor
in the early part of the century were such that they led first
to a great demand for political reform, and then after that
to a long, gradual process of social reform. That process is
still going on.

Next, there are changes abroad. The nineteenth century
was the great age of Liberalism. Revolutions swept over
Europe, new States were formed, great powers competed
together for supremacy. England's policy was of much
importance, and she produced a series of great ministers,
Canning, Palmerston, Gladstone, Disraeli.
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